Outdoor Water Budgets
The Right Amount of Water for Your Landscape. No More. No Less.
Plant water needs change with the weather. Efficient watering provides the right amount of
water to plants at the right time. SMWD’s outdoor water budgets reflect this by providing a
reasonable amount of water to sustain landscapes suited for our climate.
Your monthly water budget provides the water you need – you decide how and where to use it.
Budget based tiered rates incentivize the efficient use of our precious water resources.
Outdoor budgets will vary with the weather and the number of days in the billing cycle.

Historical monthly plant water needs for the District’s climate. Source: CIMIS

Outdoor Budget Formula for Single-Family Residences & Dedicated Irrigation Accounts:
1.0 Recycled
Will vary with the
weather and the
number of days in
the billing cycle

Per service connection,
measured in square feet. See
box below for how SMWD
measures irrigable area.

Evapotranspiration
measures water lost from
landscape to atmosphere.
See box below for how
SMWD measures ET.

Adjusts for plant type and sprinkler
inefficiencies. Assumes a mix of high,
medium, and low water use plants (0.5
plant factor) and an irrigation efficiency
of 0.623. Recycled water accounts
receive 1.0 ET Adjustment Factor.

Conversion factor to CCF,
where 1 CCF = 748 gallons

Measuring ET

Determining Irrigable Area

Personalized outdoor budgets based on your irrigable area.
Outdoor Budgets are calculated based on each customer’s
landscaped area, per meter. SMWD has used high-resolution
aerial imagery spatial analysis to determine vegetative
classifications by square footage. This means that outdoor
budgets reflect the amount of water your landscape requires.
Parcels and landscaped
areas come in all different
sizes. Outdoor budgets fairly
allocate water to
landscapes using ET to
determine the water needed
per square foot of irrigable
area. Irrigable area includes:
turf, non-turf, pools,
potentially irrigated, horse
corrals, and artificial turf.

Dedicated Irrigation Customers

Residential Customers
Tier

Tier Width

Tier

Tier Width

1

0-100% Indoor Budget

1

0-100% Budget

2

0-100% Outdoor Budget

2

101-200% Budget

3

101-200% Total Budget

3

200+% Budget

4

200+% Total Budget

CIMIS Station #241
Talega Golf Course
San Clemente, CA

ET = Evapotranspiration
Evapotranspiration, referred to as ET, is the
amount of water lost by plants and the soil
through evaporation and transpiration.
ET is essentially rain in reverse!
SMWD & CIMIS
SMWD has installed two
sophisticated weather stations in
our service area to measure local
ET. They have been integrated
into the California Irrigation
Management Information System
(CIMIS) so the ET data is available
to anyone 24/7 at
www.CIMIS.Water.CA.gov
• Station #241 San Clemente
• Station #245 Coto de Caza

ET measures water
lost in inches per
square foot.
Weather stations
use the following
weather variables
to calculate ET:
• Solar Radiation
• Wind
• Humidity
• Temperature

Historical Monthly ET Values
Jan = 2.35

Feb = 2.48

Mar = 3.71 Apr = 4.74

Jul = 6.35

Aug = 6.22 Sep = 4.80

Oct = 3.62 Nov = 2.64 Dec = 2.09

Source: CIMIS Station #75, Irvine

www.SMWD.com/Rates

May = 5.39 Jun = 5.75

